TWO SONGS FROM VOCABELLES

Sometimes described as the second national anthem of New Zealand, this Maori
song of farewell to a loved one probably dates from around 1914, but its authorship
is disputed. “The waters of Waiapu are agitated, but when you cross over, girl,
they will be calm.” Arr: Craig McLeish

MARO MAROTXU

Our first song in the Basque language, spoken in France and Spain, a lullaby about
the Virgin Mary. Arr: Vrijeschool liederen & HAC

WESTER CAPUTH

A setting in the American “shapenote” style by the lIrish-American composer
Brendan Taaffe of words by himself and Alison Burns, named after a Tayside village
and based on Psalm 121: “In the sun by day or the moon by night, in the morning’s
smile or the evening veil, my courage will not fade. To the hills | will lift mine eyes,
and | am not afraid.”

Some of the songs we sing tonight can be found on either of our CDs, In
Living Green or Darkness Flies Away, both available on the merchandise table in
the foyer.
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Many thanks to the staff of the Botanic Gardens and their manager Andrew Sinclair,
without whose help this concert could not have happened. Our logo, posters and
programmes are designed by Tom Malone and these programme notes written by
our songleader Harry Campbell.

voicebeat.org.uk
info@voicebeat.org.uk
voicebeat.bandcamp.com
refuweegee.co.uk

d E Pointing your camera at the QR code on the left
] and clicking on the link that appears will take
you to a Just Giving page set up by Voicebeat for
Refuweegee. The one on the right takes you to
the official Voicebeat pages where you can find
out all about our wonderful, friendly choir.
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Since late 2002, Voicebeat has been
singing unaccompanied harmony
songs from world traditions, especially
Africa, America, Eastern Europe,

the Caucasus, the Pacific and the
Mediterranean. This year’s summer
concert brings to a close our 21st
anniversary celebrations. Voicebeat’s
latest CD, Darkness Flies Away, was
launched at an anniversary fundraiser
in November, and is available to buy
tonight along with the 2017 release In
Living Green (downloads at voicebeat.
bandcamp.com).

Four years since the pandemic
shutdown, our numbers are booming:
we currently have an active
membership of around 50 and always
welcome new singers. If you’d like

to stay in touch with our events, just
add your name to our email list at the
merchandise table.

Tonight’s performance is free, but we
are fundraising for Refuweegee.co.uk
(5C046843), a community-led charity
set up to ensure that refugees arriving
in Glasgow are welcomed with true
Glaswegian warmth. We will be hearing
from a representative of Refuweegee
about the work they do. If you can,
please make a donation as you leave.

This year, for the first time, we are
featuring guest performers: the new
a cappella quintet Vocabelles, all
Voicebeat members, will sing two of
their songs.

Feel free to take photos and video,
and please tag us on social media @
VoicebeatGlasgow

PROGRAMME

MRAVALZHAMIER

A toasting song from the Caucasian
republic of Georgia, famous for both
its unique harmony singing traditions
and its formalised banquets with many
toasts. Mravalzhamier means “many
years”. Long life to us!
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E LELEI O MEA UMA

A hymn of praise from the @
Samoan Congregational
church (Ekalesia  Fa’apotopotoga
Kerisiano Samoa). CD: In Living Green

VEM KAN SEGLA/TRILO

“Who can sail without wind? pEts
Who can row without oars?

Who can part from a dear one without
shedding a tear?” We segue from this
Swedish song of parting (CD: In Living
Green) into a call used by Swedish
fisherwives to welcome their menfolk
back to shore. Arr: HAC

CUCUL PASI GOVEDA

A silly Macedonian song recounting a
conversation between a cow-herd and
a passing fox. “Fox, what’s the news
from the village?” “The gnat and the fly
are getting married. The cock is cutting
wood and the hen is stacking it. The
bear is kneading dough, and her baby is
eating it.” Arr: HAC

BITELE RYTO

An example of Lithuanian sutartine,
taught us by Kotryna Starkute, leader of
the Glasgow choir Cappella Slavonica.
Sadly there’s no room to do the dance
that goes with it.
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ARIRANG

A classic Korean folk-song that has been sung for over 600 years. Each region has
its own version; ours is from Gyeonggi province and is arranged specially for us by
Seyoung Oh.

GREAT IS HE

In the past, the Asian continent has been under-represented in our songs, but
tonight our assistant songleader Fiona leads this anonymous church chorus in Khmer
and Thai and (another first for us) British Sign Language. Arr: Stuart Townend

A short mesage from our favoured and favourite charity,

Refuweegee

EIN MANNLEIN STEHT IM WALDE/MAUA MAZURI YA PENDEZA

Maua mazuri comes to us (via Zem Moffat) from a school in Tanzania
“Nice flowers are lovely, when you look at them you smile and feel happy. Buzz
buzz buzz, fly away mother bee, search far and wide for some good flowers.” This
appears to be an African twist on a traditional melody from the Upper Rhine, which
forms part of Humperdinck’s 1892 operetta Hansel und Gretel. The lyrics are a
riddle about a little man in the forest who wears a crimson cloak and a black hood
and stands on one leg (the rose-hip!) We segue from the German into the Swahili
version. Djembe: Hannah Thorley. Arr: HAC. CD: Darkness Flies Away

INTERVAL

CRAWDAD SONG

An American children’s song about fishing for crawdads, the fresh-water
lobsters we’d call crayfish, and not getting any, because someone else got there
first. Arr: HAC. CD: In Living Green

SHEN KHAR VENAKHI

“You are a vineyard, newly blooming, a sapling in Eden, a fragrant poplar
in Paradise.” This hymn to the Virgin Mary, supposedly by the 12th-century Georgian
king Demetrius I, was seen in Soviet times as a love-song. CD: In Living Green



